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Dear Early Childhood Educator,


If you believe the groundhog, spring is just around the corner!  It feels as if I was just welcoming everyone to Kenyon at Kean, our winter workshop!  Kenyon at Kean was a huge success, as it is every year.  All of us on the Kenyon Board are proud to offer professional development opportunities with such a strong track record.  Special congratulations are due to Nancy Siracusa, our workshop chair (and 2nd Vice President), for putting together such a fantastic event, year after year.  Nancy works tirelessly to pull together this event and she never disappoints us!


With spring knocking on our doors, we have been planning our next professional development event.  This year, Kenyon is collaborating with New Brunswick Tomorrow (NBT) in what I hope will prove to be the beginning of an ongoing and successful endeavor to bring our members even higher quality professional development.  This initial collaboration can’t go wrong—we are hosting Dr. David Elkind!  I am so excited to bring this incredible speaker to our membership!!  Many of you are familiar with his “must have” book, The Hurried Child, which is celebrating its 25th anniversary this year.  Dr. Elkind’s latest book, The Power of Play, has just been released this past January and is already making its mark upon the early childhood education field.  Join us on April 21 to hear Dr. Elkind speak on the most opportune topic:  “Miseducation:  Preschoolers At Risk.”  I’m sure you won’t be disappointed.  Copies of both the above-mentioned books will be available for sale and personalization at the conference.  Be sure to return the enclosed registration forms quickly as we anticipate this conference to be a “Best Seller.”


While you’re marking your calendars with that date, take a few moments to “Save the Date” for Dr. Kathy Hirsh-Pasek on the evening of May 17.  In response to member feedback, we are planning a change for the event venue.  In place of our Annual Spring Dinner and Meeting, we will gather to hear Dr. Hirsh-Pasek speak about the importance of play.  Publications that you may be familiar with by Dr. Hirsh-Pasek include Play=Learning (2006) and Einstein Never Used Flashcards (2003).  Although spring is nearly upon us, May is still quite far off and we are still in the planning stages of this event.  Keep an eye to your mailbox and our website for more information later this spring.


I hope that your schedule will permit you to join us at these special events; I also hope that you will consider becoming a part of our Kenyon Board.  We are always looking for new members!  Please contact me to find out how you can become involved!

Take care,

Jennifer Manuola

President, Kenyon Chapter NJAEYC

[image: image2.wmf]PS—Honor Month of the Young Child by donating a new children’s book to our Book Drive.  Bring a book or three to the April Conference and enter yourself into our raffle for a chance to win a $100 Visa Gift Card!

Big News!

There are new guidelines for scholarship and reimbursement funds available through the New Jersey Professional Development Center! If you are currently enrolled or have recently completed course work, read on to see if you quality!

NJ Early Childhood Scholarships are available to individuals employed by licensed childcare centers that are contracted with public schools in Abbott Districts or are classified as Center Based Care (CBC) Agencies. Funds are available to individuals working toward a CDA or CCP credential, an early childhood education associate's or bachelor's degree, and the P-3 Early Childhood Teacher Certificate.
Financial Assistance for CDA/CCP
The New Jersey Early Childhood Scholarship Program provides funds in education scholarships for early childhood practitioners working in licensed childcare centers that have contracted with Abbott school districts and Center Based Care (CBC) Agencies. Individuals seeking to earn their Child Development Associate (CDA) may apply for up to $1000 in training funds and the $325 assessment fee after training has been completed. Individuals seeking to earn their Certified Childcare Professional (CCP) may apply for $495 for the application packet and $530 for training. Scholarship funds may be used at any participating Unified Child Care Agency or the NJ Child Care Associa​tion. Only one major may be pursued at a time. All recipients will receive a $50.00 expense stipend per course. All applications should be received no later than 30 days before the start of training to allow adequate time for processing.
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Financial Assistance for College Coursework
The New Jersey Early Childhood Scholarship Program provides funds in education scholarships for early childhood practitioners working in licensed childcare centers that have contracted with Abbott school districts or are Center Based Care (CBC) Agencies. Funds up to $5,000 annually are available for college-based CDA and courses leading to an Associate's or Bachelor's degree toward certification in Early Childhood Education. Only one major may be pursued at a time. All recipients will receive a $50 expense stipend per course.

More information and applications can be obtained at njpdc.org or by calling (973) 391-2633.

The Kenyon Chronicle is published 3-4 times per year to keep members informed of chapter news and events. Member contributions are welcome: submit to Kenyon Chronicle, 283 Metape South, Bound Brook NJ  08805.

ULooking Ahead:

Kenyon/NBT Spring Workshop

David Elkind

“Miseducation: Preschoolers At Risk

April 21   (   Rutgers, New Brunswick

732.932.8881 or kenyonchapter.com

NJAEYC’s Health in Child Care Conference

May 30   (   Somerset DoubleTree

732.329.0033 or Umail@njaeyc.org

Kenyon’s Annual Meeting

Kathy Hirsh-Pasek

Author, UPlay=LearningU
May 17   (   Time and place TBA, soon!

732.932.8881 or kenyonchapter.com
NJAEYC Annual Meeting & Spring Workshop

7:00–9:00 pm

Dan Hodgins

Boys and Girls Can Do Anything
May 30  (  Somerset Doubletree

732.329.0033 or Umail@njaeyc.orgU
NJAEYC Annual Conference

November 2-3

Atlantic City Convention Center

732.329.0099 or mail@njaecy.org

ULet’s Play! 
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“Play is so important to optimal child development that it has been recognized by the United Nations High Commission for Human Rights as a right for every child.” 

This is the introduction to a report recently published by the American Academy of Pediatrics. This report, UThe Importance of Play in Promoting Healthy Child Development and Maintaining Strong Parent Child BondsU, was written in defense of play and in response to the forces that are threatening children’s free play and unscheduled time. Go to TUwww.aap.ort/pressroom/play-publicUT for a summary of the report along with a link to the full report.
Have you visited Kenyon’s new and improved website? Check out kenyonchapter.com today!

Environmental Testing

Has your program begun the process to obtain a letter of NO FURTHER ACTION, a new requirement to renew your operating license? If you have any tips to share that might make this easier for other programs, please email them to Tinfo@rldcc.orgT and we’ll share them with our members. Tips might include contractors you found to be knowledgeable and trustworthy, steps to follow, a timeline to follow, whatever . . . this is new for all of us!

Voices for Children
Did you know there are over 600 Kenyon members? That’s an exceptional number of adults concerned about the healthy development of young children—also known as child advocates. Together, child advocates can effect real change for children through coordinated efforts to campaign for programs for children and families such as universal access to healthcare, quality early care and education, and family support services. Collectively, we are Voices for Children!

During the Week of the Young Child, April 22-28, early childhood programs are requested to open their doors to policymakers, elected officials, law enforcement officials, school representatives, and business leaders within their communities to demonstrate the benefits of quality early learning programs. In order to influence public support of increased investments, and to ensure that the early learning community is not left out, our Voices for Children must be heard. Contact NJAEYC Vice President Dr. Lorraine Cooke at Tlcooke9867@aol.comT for ideas on how to engage in child advocacy activities and to share your stories!!

Literacy Project

NJAEYC, our state affiliate, has again decided to support a statewide literacy project for the Month of the Young Child.  Last year the project was quite successful.  The goal is for local chapters to collect new, developmentally appropriate books to be distributed to children who have few books in their homes.  Each book will have a colorful sticker placed inside with tips for reading to young children and a message from the New Jersey Association for the Education of Young Children.  

[image: image5.wmf]Kenyon’s challenging goal this year is to collect 1000 books to be distributed!  We plan to collect at our spring conference; when you come to hear David Elkind on April 21, bring a children’s book for our Literacy/Month of the Young Child event.  You’ll receive a raffle ticket for each book donated: a chance to win a $100 Visa Gift Card.  The winner will be announced at the end of the conference.  Take a chance, share a book!!  

We are also hoping that our members will collect books in their own centers.  If you are willing to do that, I will mail you a colorful poster to be hung at your collection site.  When you know how many books you have collected, I will mail you the stickers for each book.  I will also arrange to have the books picked up, unless you already have a special place that you would like to donate the books.  Please email me at Tharrietw@rci.rutgers.eduT. Books collected by our chapter will be donated to CDI Head Start of Middlesex County and the Resource Center for Women and their families in Hillsborough.

--Harriet Worobey
Literacy Project Chair

Some Ideas To Try Soon!

Use a hole puncher to make holes in a plastic coffee lid and tie a shoelace near the edge. This is good activity to develop eye-hand coordination and concentration! 

Most teachers include experiments that demonstrate “capillary action”; you know the celery in the water with blue food coloring! Here is a way to extend the children’s thinking about this scientific principle:

· Fill 2 glasses half way with water and add a teaspoon of food coloring to each. 

· In one glass, put a stalk of celery with no leaves. In the other, put a very leafy stalk.

· Have children predict which stalk will be the first to have the color reach the top.

· Observe what happens and try to theorize why it happens.

With this simple activity, children will be developing the scientific skills of observation, prediction and hypothesis! If you use 2 different colors of food coloring, the children will likely decide that one color is faster than the other. Try it again, using the same color in each glass to challenge their theory. Oh, you want to know why the color will always rise faster in one than the other? Try this with your class, send your theory to info@rldcc.org and we’ll send you the scientific reason! 

Take Out Those Crayons!

[image: image6.wmf]In many classrooms, markers have just about replaced crayons as the most often used writing and drawing tools. Crayons are a wonderful way to strengthen hand and finger muscles because they require more pressure than markers to produce results. If the children in your class regularly choose markers, here are some ways to spark their interest in using crayons:

· Keep the crayons in a special and very attractive container.

· Occasionally, put the markers away and offer only crayons.

· Try using crayons on various textures like sandpaper.

· Offer assorted shapes of paper—maybe some with holes cut out to make the experience seem fresh and interesting.

· Paint with watercolors over a crayon work and discuss what happens.

· Peel off the paper of some of the broken ones so children can color with the sides, too. This is especially good for creating rubbings of items from nature.

· Show them how to draw a line that wanders and wiggles all over the paper and then how to color in all the loops and circles they made! 
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